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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION S 

We aim to give all students access to a broad and balanced curriculum. For some students this 
will mean providing additional, or differentiated, support to enable them to learn and make 

progress.  This document aims to answer common questions you may have as Parents and 
Carers. If you still have questions after reading through this document,  then please contact 

Jasdeep Singh , Judgemeadow SENCO for more information.  
 
 

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I THINK MY CHILD HAS SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS?  
 

Discuss initial subject concerns with subject teacher. If you are concerned about several  
subjects, discuss with your child’s tutor or Head of Year. The Head of Year/your child’s tutor will 
discuss the concerns with Jasdeep Singh (SENCO)  The school works to the definition of special 
education needs outlined in the Code of Practice for SEN 2014:  
A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young 

person has a learning difficulty or disability if they have a si gnificantly greater difficulty in 
learning than the majority of others of the same age; or have a disability which prevents or 
hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of 
the same age in mainstream scho ols or mainstream post -16 institutions.  We can provide 

support for the four main areas of need identified in the Code of Practice: communication and 
interaction, cognition and learning, social, emotional and mental health difficulties and sensory 
and/or physical needs.  
 
 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL RESPOND TO MY CONCERN?  
 

• A member of staff will listen to and investigate your concerns  

• We will get back to you by phone or e -mail within three days  

• If needed, we will set up a meeting in school to discuss your concerns  
 
 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL DECIDE IF MY CHILD NEEDS EXTRA SUPPORT?  
 

• Within a single subject, the subject teacher and Head of Department will decide  
• If the concern is across several  subjects, the SENCO and Head of Year will decide  
• Where possible, the decision will be based on data about your child’s attainment in 

comparison to other children and their progress, as outlined in the definition of special 
educational needs from the 2014 Code of Practice. This data will include subject b ased 

assessments of attainment and progress along with assessments carried out by the 
Support for Learning Department, such as baseline literacy tests.  
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WHAT IS YOUR SCHOOL’S APPROACH TO TEACHING AND INCLUDING 
YOUNG PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES?  
 
The school believes that all learners should be included in all school activities as far as 

practicable, unless there are health and safety or safeguarding reasons not to do so . Most 
support for learners with special educational needs takes place in the classroom, alongside 
learners who do not have special educational needs . Teachers will adapt  their teaching 
approaches to meet the needs of children in their classes . Staff within the Support for Learning 
department will work with you and your child to make reasonable adjustments to make sure that 

your child is included in extra -curricular activities and trips, where possible . Displays in the 
Support for Learning department will promote a positive image of special educational needs and 
encourage high aspirations  
 
 

WHAT WILL THE SCHOOL DO TO SUPPORT MY CHILD?  
 
If additional support is needed across several  subjects, your child will be placed on the SEN 
register  and a pupil passport . This will outline the barriers to learning and provide teachers some 

strategies to support your child.  In most cases, your child will continue to be educated 
alongside other learners in their normal classes. In this way they will benefit from the expertise 
of the subject teacher. They may be supported in class by a teaching assistant .  Additionally, we 
have a range of out -of-class in terventions for  some lessons where pupils  receive specific 
support, either one to one or in a small group.  The support plan will be based on the cycle of: 

assess, plan, do and review . All additional support will be recorded on the school’s provision map. 
This will indicate the nature of the support, how often it takes place and its effectiveness.  
 
 

WHO WILL SUPPORT MY CHILD IN SCHOOL?  
 
Where the school decides it is appropriate, your child may be supported by the following:  

• Class teachers  

• Form tutor  

• Head of Year  

• Teaching Assistants  

• SENCO  

• Attendance Office r 

• Emotional Literacy Support Assistant  
 

WHAT TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE DO STAFF HAVE FOR THE ADDITIONAL 
SUPPORT MY CHILD NEEDS?  
 

Within the Support for Learning department , there is a wide variety of training, experience and 
qualifications including:  Training towards the NPQ SEN Co award, Training  is also given  by a 

number of  outside agencies on specific needs, such as autism, attachment issues, dyslexia and 
dyspraxia . If the Support for Learning department does not have the specialist expertise to deal 
with your child’s special educational needs, we will endeavour to use the expertise of an outside 

agency e.g the HI and VI team and the Learning Communication and Interac tion Team.  
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WHO ELSE MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN SUPPORTING MY CHILD?  
 

Depending on the needs of your child, the following agencies may be involved:  

• Educational Psychologist  

• CAMHS worker  

• Specialist Teaching Team  

• Child & Young Persons Nursing Team  

• VI/HI Team  

• Early Help Worker  

• Youth Offending Team  

• Occupational Therapist  

• Physiotherapist  

• Specialist Nurse Trainers  

• Social, Emotional and Me ntal Health Team  

• Learning, Communication and Interaction Team  
 
 

WHAT SUPPORT WILL BE THERE FOR MY CHILD’S EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL 
WELL - BEING?  
 
Pastoral support will be provided by your child’s tutor, supported by the relevant Head of Year, 

who they will see on a daily basis . The Support for Learning department has a number of 
interventions it can put in place to support your child’s emotional and social well -being, such as 
social and communication groups.  The school’s behaviour management policy outlines how the 
school promotes positive behaviour . The Support for Learning department plays a large role in 
promoting positive behaviour and avoiding e xclusion  

 
 

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS AND BE ABLE TO 
CONTRIBUTE THEIR VIEWS?  
 
Your child will be invited to any review that takes place and will be asked to give their views on 
the support they receive in school  
 

 

HOW WILL THE CURRICULUM BE MATCHED TO MY CHILD’S NEEDS?  
 
As far as possible, your child will study a broad and balanced curriculum . In many subjects, 

learners are grouped according to ability, allowing teaching staff to gear their lessons at the 

appropriate level . Teachers will try to prepare materials and teaching approaches to meet the 
individual needs of learners . These approaches include using seating plans to encourage 
learning, clear objectives and differentiated success criteria for all lessons and the use of 
different ways of recording information . To help with this, teachers will have access to baseline 
data for your child and a profile, outlining needs and strategies, for all students on the SEND 

register . Baseline data includes Key Stage 2 SAT results, Key Stage 3 assessment scores, CAT 
test results and reading and spelling ages . There might be a teaching assistant in some of your 
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child’s lessons to help with their learning . In some circumstances your child may be withdrawn 
from lessons in order to concentrate on the development of key skills, such as literacy and 

numeracy.  
 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THERE BE FOR ME TO BE INVOLVED IN 
SUPPORTING MY CHILD’S ATTAINMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT? HOW WILL I 
KNOW HOW WELL MY CHILD IS PROGRESSING?  
 
In addition to the termly progress updates that all students receive, SEND reviews will provide 

the opportunity to discuss attainment and achievement . Members of the Support for Learning 
department attend Parents’ Evenings to discuss progress . Other forms of contact may be used  
 
 

HOW DOES THE SCHOOL KNOW HOW WELL MY CHILD IS DOING?  

 
Progress Updates are issued. These are used to report current attainment and progress towards 

aspirational targets. The overarching philosophy is the progression of skills, knowledge and 
understanding over time towards the target grade.  Your child’s reading will be tested every year.  

Learners receiving additional literacy interventions have their reading comprehension ability 

tested every term . Assessment for Learning strategies ensure that your child is involved in 
monitoring their own progress and setting targets . Parents and children will be involved in 
assessing and reviewing progress at SEND review meetings and parents’ evenings.  
 

 

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE INCLUDED IN ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM INCLUDING SCHOOL TRIPS?  
 

We will work with you and your child to ensure that, where possible, they are able to take part in 

activities outside of the classroom . This may include preliminary visits, reasonable adjustments 
and the preparation of risk assessments . If you are concerned about how your child will access 
an out of classroom activity or school trip, contact the trip organiser in the first instance.  

 

 

HOW ACCESSIBLE IS THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT? HOW ACCESSIBLE IS THE 
CURRICULUM?  
 
The school is fully wheelchair accessible, including disabled toilets . Teachers differentiate their 
lessons in order to make sure that young people can access the learning  
 
 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL PREPARE AND SUPPORT MY CHILD TO JOIN THE 
SCHOOL?  

 

A member of the Support for Learning department will attend SEND review meetings at your 
child’s primary school, as far as possible . Your child will have the opportunity to attend one full 
day and 1 morning visit during Year 6 transition.  If your child is transferring from another 
secondary school, a member of the Support for Learning department will either speak to your 
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child’s previous school to gather information. In this situation, contact the Support for Learning 
department to arrange a visit for you and your child.  

 
 

 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL PREPARE AND SUPPORT MY CHILD TO TRANSFER TO 
A NEW SETTING/SCHOOL/COLLEGE?  
 
Careers guidance takes place throughout Years 7 -11. When your child applies to another school 
or college in Year 11, we will liaise with their new setting to ensure that they are fully aware of 

your child’s needs. We will support them with visits to their new setting.  
 
 

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED IN SUPPORTING MY CHILD?  
 

• You can check your child’s homework on a regular basis (at least weekly) to monitor 

homework  

• You can provide your child with an appropriate place to do homework and encourage 
them to complete it at a regular time  

• You can support your child with the organisation of their school equipment  

• You can attend parents’ evening and review meetings  

• You can reinforce and support the points outlined in the Home -School Agreement  

• You can encourage your child to read on a regular basis. If your child finds reading 
difficult, we can provide ideas about how to work with them, for example paired reading.  

 
 

HOW IS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION MADE FOR LEARNERS WITH 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS EVALUATED?  
 
Data is used to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and class teaching . Quality assurance 

procedures are used to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching assistant support . The 
procedures include lesson observations, teacher surveys, young people surveys and  
performance management interviews . The overall provision is evaluated in meetings between 
the SENCO and the Line Manager of the Learning Support Department . Further challenge and 
support is provided by the SEN Governor.  

 
 

HOW CAN I ACCESS SUPPORT FOR MYSELF AND MY FAMILY?  
 

There are a number of organisations and agencies that can support you and your family. These 

can be found in the Local Offer section of the website.  
 
 

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR IF I HAVE A 
COMPLAINT ABOUT THE PROVISION MADE FOR MY CHILD?  
 
In the first instance, contact Jasdeep Singh, SENCO  


